290                     Blucher

Frasnes, the Duke  sent  a  glowing  account  to
Blucher of the number of troops that he had at
hand.    No one denies the falseness of his asser-
tions, but English writers maintain that he himself
was deceived.   He announced troops as already at
points which they would be unable to reach for
many hours, and thus gave a totally wrong im-
pression of the amount of aid on which Blucher
might rely.   It was stated, for instance, that a
whole division of the army was at Quatre-Bras, and
that the entire reserves, 29,000 men, would, by
midday, reach Genappe.    It has been estimated
that  had   all   Wellington's   statements   proved
correct no less than 68,000 men could, by four
o'clock, have effected a junction with Blucher's
right wing.    Gneisenau wrote at the time in this
connection: "On the i6th of June in the morning
the Duke of Wellington promised to be at Quatre-
Bras at ten o'clock with 20,000 men . . . with
his  cavalry   in   Nivelles.    On   the   strength  of
these arrangements and promises we decided to
fight the battle (at Ligny)."   Blucher, too, in his
report, speaks of the Duke's failure to concentrate
his forces in time to be of  aid   as   " contrary
to expectation and agreement."

The explanation of Wellington's conduct given
by German historians like Delbruck and Lettow-
Vorbeck, and even by the unbiassed Italian
General, Pollio, is that the Duke feared lest
Blucher, if he were to learn the real state of affairs,
would refrain from giving battle at Sombreffe;